
 

Community Forum Q and A 
Below is a transcript from the Q and A webinar held on August 4th, 2020.  Answers are in red.  
 
 
8-4-2020 
Can you provide a source for the statistics that children ages 5-10 are contracting the virus at 
the same rate as adults age 60+?   
Correction: the statistical category was 10-19 year olds not 5-10 which were the same rate as 
60-69 year olds.  https://srhd.org/covid19cases 

 
 
Why are we considering face to face when Dr Lutz has recommended remote education based 
on current data? 
Dr. Lutz has recommended that we start remotely but has said this is a decision to be made at 
the local level.  The decision will be made by the school board and the superintendent with 
guidance from the Spokane Regional Health Department. 
 
At the District level?  Board? Super? advisory commity? 
The decision will be made by the school board and the superintendent with guidance from the 
Spokane Regional Health Department. 
 
We would prefer in person back to school but are wondering when the final decision will be 
made? 
The School District will make the decision on what type of opening we will have. Whether that is 
all Face-to-face, Hybrid (A/B) or at home extended learning.  Ultimately, the superintendent, 
Brett Baum, with input from administration and with guidance from the school board will decide 
on which opening the school will have.  This decision should be made by August 15th if not 
sooner. 

https://srhd.org/covid19cases


 

 
Full time?  If we are shut down, don’t kids drop down to 3 hours per day?   How do we keep our 
kids competative?  Also, If we choose the homeschool online option through (possibly) 
Edgenuity, they go 7 hours but if it’s through Liberty Edgenuity option, they “attend” 7 hours per 
day.  How is that equal education? 
If students are in a remote learning or Hybrid model, we will still be providing them with their full 
instructional hours. Just like in class, some of that instruction will be independent work time, but 
they will have more access to their teachers. If they are in the Edgenuity distance-learning 
option, they will be receiving a similar schedule, however the instruction will be delivered by an 
Edgenuity teacher. 
 
One of my children is signed up for metal art at the high school. How are you planning on 
handling classes like that which rely heavily on in-person instruction? 
We are working on options for limited small groups to come in to participate in activities that 
could not be done remotely in our CTE programs, with more information to come. If we can do 
this safely in accordance with our guidance and OSPI requirements we will. 
 
Are there any stats that report Liberty community specific positive Covid cases? 
Right now the statistics we have are from the Spokane Regional Health Department. They can 
be found at this website: https://srhd.org/covid19cases , and can be broken down by zip code.  
 
I understand contraction rates have gone up dramatically.  Do your sources discuss how much 
testing has gone up as well?  The rate we are testing has gone up far more than the 
contractions. 
The information we have been given only addresses the metric of how many cases per 100,000.  
 
What do you mean by attendance monitoring in the online learning format? 
In a remote learning model, we would be monitoring attendance by checking in with students 
virtually and marking their attendance using Skyward.  
 
What is the infection rate for the Spangle zip code? Have you considered doing something 
similar to what the CDA district is doing? The kids that live in low incididence zip codes will be 
going to school 4 days per week. 
Right now the statistics we have are from the Spokane Regional Health Department. They can 
be found at this website: https://srhd.org/covid19cases , and can be broken down by zip code.  
 
Will teachers be recording actual lectures? What is the plan for teaching? Telling students what 
to do/giving them worksheets is not actual teaching. 
Teachers will be doing synchronous teaching where they will be streaming live with the students 
and asynchronous teaching where they will record a video and the students can watch.  
 
 
 

https://srhd.org/covid19cases
https://srhd.org/covid19cases


 

If students are online learners, will lunches be dropped off at designated locations? 
We have not determined our meal plans yet, but once we determine our reopening plan, we will 
share our meal plans with families. We have been working closely with our Food service 
department and guidance they have been receiving from the ESD and developing a possible 
plan for each of our models.  
 
Is teacher pay remaining the same?  Is there a deduction or an increase in pay on the table for 
the 20-21 school year, from either the union or Liberty teachers? 
The Collective Bargaining Agreements for both the LEA and PSE are expired and are currently 
being negotiated.  As such we cannot discuss negotiation items. 
 
Our daughter is already choiced in to high school. Are you allowing any new choice in students 
for 7th grade? 
We are considering choices on a case-by-case basis depending on class load. Please reach out 
to your building principal if you are working on a choice-in with your student and have questions. 
 
WE are so much more rural than most of the spokane county school districts.  How is that 
correlated to this decision? 
Right now the Health District has put everyone in Spokane County under the same metric.  
 
If it’s up to each school district to decide to start face to face, or not- could all the parents 
/families in this district vote? 
The decision will be made by the school board and the superintendent with guidance from the 
Spokane Regional Health Department. 
 
What day will Liberty SD make this decision? Other districts have, when will Liberty? 
The School District will make the decision on what type of opening we will have. Whether that is 
all Face-to-face, Hybrid (A/B) or at home extended learning.  Ultimately, the superintendent, 
Brett Baum, with input from administration and with guidance from the school board will decide 
on which opening the school will have.  This decision should be made by August 15th if not 
sooner. 
 
Can you give more detail on how remote learning would work? I’m not familiar with google 
classroom. Will students be live streaming with teachers or watching recorded lectures? 
Teachers will be doing synchronous teaching where they will be streaming live with the students 
and asynchronous teaching where they will record a video and the students would watch.  
Google Classroom is an online platform where students and teachers can communicate, 
assignments can be posted and turned in through this platform.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

so... who makes the decision? 
The School District will make the decision on what type of opening we will have. Whether that is 
all Face-to-face, Hybrid (A/B) or at home extended learning.  Ultimately, the superintendent, 
Brett Baum, with input from administration and with guidance from the school board will decide 
on which opening the school will have.  This decision should be made by August 15th if not 
sooner. 
 
Spokane schools say they will have a full school day online, where it sounds like the kids will 
have to be present online all day. How long do you see our students “school day” lasting if we 
are on a fully remote schedule? 
We will have an all-day schedule, but we do not want our children to be physically online all day. 
We will have scheduled drop-in times where students will need to check in with their teachers, 
but there will be flexibility within that and breaks scheduled throughout. We are developing our 
schedule using the OSPI model in mind for different age-levels and their recommended levels of 
appropriate screen time.  
 
In the K-5 grades, how involved will the Liberty teacher be in remote learning vs the online 
provider? Also, how might the typical day look? Is there room for flexibility in the remote learning 
schedule for parents that work? 
Liberty teachers will be just as involved in remote learning as an online provider would be from 
Edgenuity or other curriculum providers, if not more so. We are working on a schedule right now 
that would allow students to rotate through drop-in times with their teachers, where they may 
view a recorded or live lesson, then have time to work on that lesson, with breaks built in as 
well. They would also be working with our specialists to provide PE, Music, and technology skills 
to students within that schedule, but remotely. There will be flexibility for working parents and an 
open communication between parents and teachers when we need to make adjustments.  
 
 
Will Liberty's policy on in person learning always mirror Spokane schools or we will we get to the 
point of using our own information regarding local infection rates, class sizes, etc. to determine 
our own course of action.  
Liberty is not mirroring the Spokane School District with our decisions.  We are using the 
Spokane Regional Health District for providing data to us.  Spokane schools have determined to 
start with a remote distance learning program.  While Liberty ultimately may go that direction, 
we’re still looking at options that would bring our students to the school buildings. 
 
Can you read questions as presented verbatim, not paraphrase.  
In the interest of trying to get to as many questions as possible, some questions were 
paraphrased. 
 
 
 
 



 

If distance learning is chosen, how will additional instructions or help be delivered/monitored? 
We are still determining our means for delivering materials to students, but we will work with 
families to allow some kind of pick up day or other way to ensure all students have what they 
need to succeed and fully access their education. 
 
I feel that the spring closure showed little enforcement of participation and turning in of 
assignments, but also I feel that some instruction/discussion for lessons may need to be 
repeated or re worded for some students to understand fully. 
Currently we are providing professional development to our teachers to improve our distance 
learning model.  Last spring OSPI informed all schools that student grades could not go down 
from the time we left school.  At the start of this year students will be earning grades A-F in 
grades 6-12. 
 
Will there be a limited number of classes available for high school students with the distant 
learning?  Will their classes be available they are signed up for now? 
Right now we are planning to have all 7 periods in the high school and yes the students are 
scheduled for the classes they signed up for last spring.  
 
what plans has the district made to isolate a sick student at school during the school day? 
Our school nurse has worked with administration in developing a plan to use one of the locker 
rooms by the old gym at the high school as a quarantine room.  Students with a fever of 100.4 
or more will be taken there and supervised until a parent can come to pick them up. 
 
Will the Becca Bill still be enforced or put on hold? 
The last guidance we were given was that the Becca Bill would not be enforced during the 
COVID-19 crisis. 
 
If a student has tested postive and is in quarantine, what is the length of quarantine, and what is 
need for return ( 2 neg tests, asymptomatic for ?? days). What educational resources will be 
available for those students at home due to quarantine? 
Spokane Regional Health District has provided specific instructions for schools to follow when a 
student tests positive.  We have reached out to our school nurse for this information.  We want 
to make sure the information is correct on here and we don’t want to misinform.  
 
How can the state allow busing (close quarters and confined) but not lean towards physically 
attending class?  Allowing students to ride buses is the only way many can get to school.  The 
state made an accommodation in this case to allow students within the 6 foot distance only if 
masks are worn and other safety precautions are taken such as sitting with cohorts or family 
members.  
 
 



 

since there is a distance learning option all ready in place - woudl one of the senerios for going 
back be to have  the families who are not comfortable with sending to do distance learning and 
the famiies that are okay with sending do in person learning? 
This is a scenario we have worked on and would definitely be one of our options. Regardless of 
the way we open, families will have the option to choose whatever option (whether in-person or 
remote) they are most comfortable with.  
 
What is the expectation for mask sanitation, when children go outside are they putting in their 
pocket? Are Play structures sanitized? 
Nurse Miranda has been attending meetings twice a week all summer long to keep us informed 
of the latest guidance from the Spokane Regional Health Department and the School Nurses 
group. We are still working out the details on what our mask sanitation and storage policies will 
be for our in-person models. We will be following all Heath district guidance around sanitization 
of our play structures. 
 
As working parents our employers require a certain amount of lead time when we need to 
discuss changing our schedules at work. How soon can we expect a final decision on the school 
schedule? 
The School District will make the decision on what type of opening we will have. Whether that is 
all Face-to-face, Hybrid (A/B) or at home extended learning.  Ultimately, the superintendent, 
Brett Baum, with input from administration and with guidance from the school board will decide 
on which opening the school will have.  This decision should be made by August 15th if not 
sooner. 
 
Which member or members of the district will be making the decision to or not to open school? 
The superintendent, Brett Baum, with added guidance from the school board will ultimately 
make the decision as to what form of school opening we will have.  This decision will be made in 
consultation with the administrators and other staff as well as regional and local health officials. 
 
Will you be publishing the results from the survey that was sent out regarding how the 
community feels about returning to school? 
I believe we will be able to share statistical information from the survey. 
 
Is the Edginuity course geared for k-5 
The Edgeunity course has two programs.  One that is designed for K-5 and on that is designed 
for grades 6-12. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Masks are not law?  That would require being voted on by our elected officials.  Masks are not 
constitutional.  None of this is. We all know ths.   How many attornies has Liberty consulted with 
to fight this? Can we ban together with other small schools to just say no to this?  Let parents 
choose the risk to their students.  Sign a waiver for a release of liability.  If parents choose want 
to keep them home on online.  If staff is in “at risk group” then allow them to take medical leave 
for 1 calendar year. 
The mask law has been determined at this point to be binding.  There is still litigation being 
brought to the courts I believe on this topic. At this time however, it is a requirement for schools 
to reopen that everyone inside with another person in the same room MUST wear a mask.  We 
have consulted with Clear Risk solutions over this and other topics related to the school closure. 
Our superintendent also has a meeting with two attorneys on Friday of which masks and leave 
for staff will be discussed. 
 
for parents of young kids with both parents working and must sned to daycare if not school. how 
should we deal with that and why is daycare ok but not school? 
Daycare providers are limiting the numbers of students they will or can take.  They are also 
practicing social distancing as much as possible. Social distancing will be practiced when 
students come to school at the beginning of the school year or if it’s later in the year. 
 
Is there anyway that the class can be a live feed for accountability if we do have to do this all 
online? 
Yes there will be some live feed component of distance learning and in an A/B hybrid model.  
 
Is Liberty school district being grouped into District 81 type/size schools when decisions are 
made? Is there any way we could get a more individualized recommendation? 
Right now the Spokane Regional Health District has put all Spokane County Schools into the 
same category and under the same recognition.  
 
How are you accomodating ag students to still do ag and hands on classes?  If kids go the 
onlne route, how will the school be flexible with kids working harvest and fall work, while doing 
this program? 
We are working on options for limited small groups to come in to participate in activities that 
could not be done remotely in our CTE programs, with more information to come. If we can do 
this safely in accordance with our guidance and OSPI requirements we will.  Students will be 
required to attend live meetings with their teacher at scheduled times.  This would not last all 
day there may be some time in the afternoon for the student to work.  
 
In regards to the hotspot availablility...we have recently had to purchase another (total 2) as 
there are highspeed data caps. Will the hotspot providers which are provided by the district 
have not only unlimited data, but unlimited high speed data? 
We were told these would have unlimited high speed data as well as student filters. 
 



 

I don't feel safe considering a high special needs child as well as being a high risk cancer 
survivor myself. we know children can spread covid. how can I set up one on one instruction for 
my child ? 
Give the district office a call 509-624-4415 to leave your name and the name of your student. 
We will pass that information on to our Special Education department so that your child’s IEP 
can be served. 
 
so if your going to do a online program we can do as homeschool why continue to use liberty? 
We will be offering instruction using an online curriculum as a supplement to our current 
curriculum. Parents could also elect to take part in an online curriculum through Edgenuity, in 
which they would be a part of the Liberty program, but taught with an Edgenuity teacher. This 
service would be provided if needed at no cost to the family.  
 
Howe will labs and or curriculum that can not be tought on line be delt with?  Technical 
education classes?  Ag Mechanics/ welding? 
We are working on options for limited small groups to come in to participate in activities that 
could not be done remotely in our CTE programs, with more information to come. If we can do 
this safely in accordance with our guidance and OSPI requirements we will.  Students will be 
required to attend live meetings with their teacher at scheduled times.  
 
When will you decide curriculum and how many is “several days” of training? 
Our curriculum committee will be meeting tomorrow to approve the online provider.  At the 
present time we have set up 35 hours of professional development with our teachers. 
Additional training will take place over the course of the school year.  
 
When do we expect school to start? When do we expect to have a decision on in class 
learning? 
The School District will make the decision on what type of opening we will have. Whether that is 
all Face-to-face, Hybrid (A/B) or at home extended learning.  Ultimately, the superintendent, 
Brett Baum, with input from administration and with guidance from the school board will decide 
on which opening the school will have.  This decision should be made by August 15th if not 
sooner. 
 
Will school still be starting in 3 wks? Sounds like a lot needs to be figured out with different 
learning options. 
Our current start date is still the same, with the option of moving it back to September 2nd if 
needed to hand out materials and devices. We have been working on our plans all summer, and 
we are confident that we can launch our instruction successfully at that time.  
 
How is rosalia opening full time as normal with masks? 
Rosalia resides in Whitman county and is receiving from the Whitman County Health 
Department.  Whitman county at this time does not have the COVID growth seen in Spokane 
county. 



 

 
So is the decision already made off the metric? 
The School District will make the decision on what type of opening we will have. Whether that is 
all Face-to-face, Hybrid (A/B) or at home extended learning.  Ultimately, the superintendent, 
Brett Baum, with input from administration and with guidance from the school board will decide 
on which opening the school will have.  This decision should be made by August 15th if not 
sooner. 
 
How will band and choir classes be taught through remote learning? 
Our music department has been researching online curriculum for band and choir.  If students 
are in the building right now according to the guidelines we have received the band will not be 
able to play their instruments inside and singing will not take place in choir.  These guidelines 
could change.  Our plan is to have students learn some music theory and/or note reading 
activities.  
 
If my kids must do remote learing and go to daycare will my daycare provider be compensated 
for extra work teaching? 
The teaching will be our Liberty teachers whether students are learning face-to-face or remotely. 
Some students may need some extra help with homework or assignments just as they normally 
would.  If we are in remote learning, the teachers will have times available for contact and office 
time to answer questions and give additional help. 
 
If online learning is the mode chosen, will teachers be required to teach from the classroom? 
In a distance learning model, our current plan is for teachers to be in the building delivering 
instruction remotely to our students.  
 
Is there any consideration for delaying the start of school to see if the incidence rates lower over 
the next few weeks?  Or is that unrealistic? 
Our current start date is still the same, with the option to move back to September 2nd if 
needed. 
 
What if my child wants to attend school but has a medical condition prohibiting wearing a mask 
in accordance with the state guidelines? 
According to OSPI, students with medical conditions would be exempt from the mask order, 
although the recommendation for those students is to have them working in a virtual model as 
they would be at a higher risk of contracting COVID-19 and potentially sharing it with others. If 
they were unable to work in a virtual model for whatever reason, or chose not to do so, we 
would work with parents to determine how to move forward to deliver instruction to that student. 
 
 
 
 



 

If kids can’t be online during a lesson, and have to watch the recording, how will that work with 
attendance? 
Attendance can be taken in a variety of ways.  Student engagement and communication with 
teachers for those who can’t make an online lesson will be important. The goal would be to have 
the student have the ability to attend the live online lesson in some capacity.  
 
Are you providing pc’s. I have 2 kids and 1 pc. 
Our Goal is to provide each student with their own device.  
 
when will you make your decision 
The decision on which type of opening we will have will be made by August 15th if not sooner. 
 
So for the K-5 distance learning...would that mean “packets” again along with the virtual? That 
didn’t work last year for my 1st grader. As a second grader now I would like more interaction 
from the teacher. Also, do we have 2nd grade teachers? 
For K-5 distance learning, we would be in a virtual model. Some paper materials could also go 
out, but the packets were used because there was not an equitable way to deliver a virtual 
model to K-2 students. We would also be flexible with parents and students who have no or 
limited internet access on a case-by-case basis to help deliver their education.  
We are currently in the process of hiring 2nd grade teachers. We have had some internal 
transfer amongst staff, but our hiring decision should be announced by 8-7-20 
 
How will the district handle a COVID positive household? Will they allow other family 
members/children from that household to attend? Will the health district be releasing this info to 
the schools? 
Spokane Regional Health District has provided specific instructions for schools to follow when a 
student tests positive.  We have reached out to our school nurse for this information.  We want 
to make sure the information is correct on here and we don’t want to misinform.  
 
The at home on-line learning model requires parents to be working at home as well as the 
students to have online learning. Will the additional cost of online services be covered? 
We will have opportunities to help families who don’t have the connectivity needed for online 
learning. 
 
how much funding will be returned to the parents for extended learning? If kids are not in class 
room then we should be compensated for teaching. 
In a distance learning model, our current plan is for teachers to be in the building delivering 
instruction remotely to our students.  Parents will not be teaching but may be asked for help 
from time to time just as a student would need help on other homework or assignments with full 
in-the-classroom instruction. 
 
 
 



 

Do you have the school nurse involved in making decisions on reopening? 
Our school nurse has been heavily involved in the process.  She has been meeting with the 
Spokane Regional Health District and the Spokane County Nurses twice a week over the 
summer. 
 
 
 
Can’t we all just vote? 
The School District will make the decision on what type of opening we will have. Whether that is 
all Face-to-face, Hybrid (A/B) or at home extended learning.  Ultimately, the superintendent, 
Brett Baum, with input from administration and with guidance from the school board will decide 
on which opening the school will have.  This decision should be made by August 15th if not 
sooner. 
 
Can we have a town hall in person?  Football field with social distancing?  Harvester parking 
lot?  This zoom meeting does not allow people to feed off of one another or her questions that 
might come up organically. 
The Open Public Meetings Act does not allow us to conduct a group meeting face to face which 
is why the school board meetings right now are on zoom. 
 
Thank you to all Liberty Staff for all the time and effort you have put into ensuring our students, 
families and teachers have the best chance possible at a great year! Many of us support you, 
and will do anything we can to flow with the year! Let us know how we can hekp you!!! 
Thank you for the kind words.  
 
No questions just encouragement: Thanks guys for doing a great job, this is tough. We 
appreciate you so much. We just want you to feel 100% supported to open IN PERSON 
(masked) from our family. We believe that it is in our kids BEST interest.  Thank you so much 
guys! We know how hard and stressful this is-just wanted to send some encouragement.  
Thank you for the kind words.  
 
Regarding the A/B schedule, what would be the reason for using this model? It seems like with 
creative use of space between both buildings there would be sufficient space to accommodate 
all students in a face-to-face environment while satisfying the 6 foot social distance requirement. 
While we can fit all students into the buildings at one time, the A/B schedule has been 
developed in the situation where limits were placed on the number of individuals being allowed 
in a room at one time.  It simply is one of the plans available depending on the levels of COVID 
at a certain time. 
 
Are you planning on having high school students run on a full class schedule or will you cut it 
down and run on a qtr system? 



 

At the present time we are planning on holding all 7 classes for high school students and 
continue our semester grading periods.  If we are remote or in a hybrid A/B model students will 
attend 4 periods on one day and 3 periods on the other.  
 
Are teachers or teacher unions putting up demands either with curriculum, social issues and/or 
raises this year? 
We are currently working with staff to determine ability or willingness to be in the buildings with 
full and partial enrollment scenarios.  There haven’t been discussions on social issues.  Full 
contract negotiations are ongoing and cannot be discussed. 
 
What about buying school supplies? 
We are currently working on revising the school supply lists, with the hopes that we either start, 
or are in an in-person model at some point during the year. We also plan to have students using 
those supplies in whatever model we open with, either at home or at school. 
 
In distance learning, should it be a concern that K-1 students will not be getting the critical 
practice of hand writing words and numbers? 
We will be working with our staff to provide instruction on letter and number formation and not 
all work will be done using a keyboard, as we understand how important that is for our primary 
students. There are apps we are training our teachers on that would allow students to take 
pictures of their hand written work and share with teachers, such as SeeSaw.  
 
How is a day in the life of the student in high school going to be different than normal times.  I 
know that they will have to wear masks but what are the other variations? 
There will be a limited number of students in the hallway during passing times.  Lunch will be 
staggered rolling lunch with limited seating in the cafeteria, students will eat in classrooms or in 
common spaces.  
 
Gentalmen we thank you for your time, and dedication to this impossible task. 
Thanks very much for attending and sharing.  
 
What plan does the school have the for freshman class?  These are students that will be dealing 
with a whold new learning situation of highschool.  There are some classes they have chosen 
that really can not be taught with distance learning - what is the plan for this?  How will those 
class credit be made up?  As students start into high school the future of college is in students 
thoughts and plans.  this needs to be something that needs high consideration for those student 
concidering a higher education and or scholarships and such. 
We will be holding a virtual freshman orientation for all incoming freshmen and their families.  A 
date and time for this has not been set.  Once we know how we will reopen to start the year a 
date will be set. We are working on options for limited small groups to come in to participate in 
activities that could not be done remotely in our CTE programs, with more information to come. 
If we can do this safely in accordance with our guidance and OSPI requirements we will. 
Students will be required to attend live meetings with their teacher at scheduled times.  



 

 
What is the suggesstion for the band and music programs during the distance learning phase? 
Our music director, Mr. Pendon has been actively working on professional development using 
an online curriculum over the summer and looking at best practices around music and choir in a 
distance learning or hybrid model.  
 
 
 
 
Will students be issued a chrome book ? 
All 6-12 students will have a Chromebook assigned to them.  We will issue out Chromebooks to 
the elementary grades as they are available.  An order was placed before the school year 
ended for enough Chromebooks for all Liberty students to use.  Unfortunately, with this crisis 
going on nationwide, some of the new ones are backordered and may not be here by the 
beginning of the school year. 
 
If remote learning is implemented, will teachers be available everyday (M-F) via phone or email 
between the hours of 8 and 3 for parent's questions? Other than the times when they are in live 
meetings with their students of course. 
Yes, teachers will be available during the normal school day via phone, email, or virtually to be 
accessed by their students and parents.  
 
Is there a plan for students who need additional assistance with specific concepts or lessons? 
We will have virtual office hours for students to attend to receive additional help and or support 
for this concepts and lessons where students might be struggling.  
 
Will there be enough chromebooks for all grades? 
We are working to ensure that we have or will purchase enough devices for all students to 
access to them if they need a device and do not have one at home.  
 
Has spacing been evaluated throughout the entire school and bus system to know that all safety 
requirements can be met, given the  space within the school?  I doubt that the Liberty campus is 
big enough to allow for the entire 500+ student population to return to school and meet the 6' 
spacing. 
We have measured all classrooms and common spaces and evaluated each building.  You are 
correct the space we currently have makes it difficult to have all 500+ students on campus at the 
same time.  There may be additional guidance that would allow for some locations to have less 
than 6 ft. social distancing with some barriers put in place.  
 
It was mentioned that packets weren't "ideal", but for the K-5 students, how will Liberty ensure 
students are learning to write (penmanship) and work through math problems, etc? As you can't 
really do that on a Chromebook. Will parent's be expected to make arrangements for this? 



 

We will be working with our staff to provide instruction on ways that don’t always include a 
keyboard, as we understand how important that is for our primary students. There are apps we 
are training our teachers on that would allow students to take pictures of their hand written work 
and share with teachers, such as SeeSaw. Where needed, we will work with parents to provide 
paper materials.  
 
 
 
 
Is Liberty seriously considering giving teachers a raise and COLA? K-12 Teachers in WA make 
more than university professors that have PhD’s! The teachers did not even teach during the 
spring. My 7th grader was just given assignments and scratchy notes and my other kid had a 
massive load of worksheets! This justifies a pay raise? Seriously???? The Collective Bargaining 
Agreements for both the LEA and PSE are expired and are currently being negotiated.  As such 
we cannot discuss negotiation items. 
 
Are you planning additional "town hall" zoom meetings? It's unfortunate that you only scheduled 
one hour for this very important meeting. 
Yes, we are planning to have another meeting next Wednesday August 12th at 6:00. 
 
if Asympomatic kids are a problem then why is taking a temp any good? they wont have a 
temp…. 
We must follow all guidelines set forth by OSPI, with taking temperatures being one of those 
guidelines.  
 
How will music, mostly band work? 
Our music director, Mr. Pendon has been actively working on professional development using 
an online curriculum over the summer and looking at best practices around music and choir in a 
distance learning or hybrid model.  
 
can we choose a group A or B you want your kids to be in. or will it be set by the school. 
The groups would be set by the school.  However if there were a specific reason or hardship 
that warranted a change from one group to another, a change could possibly be made. 
 
how is total fit going to work for high school 
We will be providing some at home workouts that will be led virtually from our health and fitness 
teachers.  
 
Both parents work full time in our household, and virtual learning was a complete bust in the 
spring. With that being said, our only other option (that is, if available) would be to pay someone 
else to homeschool our kids. Is the state/district prepared to help families financially to support 
homeschooling or prepared for another rise in unemployment rates? As parents, we should be 
able to have a choice in whether we want our kids to learn virtually or face to face. Those that 



 

dont feel comfortable with face to face learning should have the option to homeschool their 
children with your virtual cirriculum. 
We will be having multiple options available to families if we open remotely. Our remote-learning 
model will look very different then it did in the spring, however if we were to go to a 
remote-learning model, you would also have the option of choosing to have your students work 
with an Edgenuity teacher at their own pace. This will also be an option if we open face-to-face 
for families for whatever reason. 
 
 
Silly question... but who is going to be on mask watch? No swapping/trading cause someone 
has a cooler one? It’s going to happen in the elementary! 
Masks will be like any other item in the classroom.  We will teach classroom routines and 
expectations.  How to properly wear a mask and wash hands will be part of the classroom 
routines and be taught to all students at the start of the school year.  
 
If we withdraw from the district, where does federal and state money for our students go? I know 
Trump was trying to ensure the money would follow the student and allow parents choices. 
Schools are paid apportionment money based on student enrollment.  If a student withdraws 
from a school, that apportionment goes to the public school for which they enroll.  If families are 
contemplating withdrawing to do homeschool, then we do have an option with our extended 
learning contractor to provide that educational service.  This can be done by the student’s 
Liberty teacher or with one assigned by the online provider. 
 
Jazz Band, or zero hour classes with an A/B class plan, how will that work? 
The Jazz band and zero hour classes will be held and the students would attend on their 
schedule.  A’s will meet one day and the B’s the other.  
 
How will a lost in average daily attendence do to studnets withdrawing to attended schools that 
are open or home school, affect the budget this year and next.  The school district will not be 
able to claim apportionment money for students who are not enrolled.  The building of the 
budget for the next school year is set by many factors, previous year enrollment is one of those. 
Also, the state budget for the next school year helps set the school budget as well. 
 
Is Liberty looking into the constitutionality of any of this?  If you lose kids to homeschool that is 
fixed.  You lose that funding.  You can legislate this?  Can you fight FOR US?  Can you teach 
our children to stand up to Tyranny and not be obedient sheep?  Our name is Liberty!  Please 
show our kids how to fight.  We are looking a lot like Poland in 1939 and we should be thinking 
of that. 
There have been and continue to be legal minds watching what the state and Federal 
governments ask of us.  We of course will follow the law but on whether to open face-to-face, 
hybrid A/B, or distance learning, Liberty will make a decision based on what we deem to be best 
for the students and families. 
 



 

When will you have a final date for the plan moving forward? 
The School District will make the decision on what type of opening we will have. Whether that is 
all Face-to-face, Hybrid (A/B) or at home extended learning.  Ultimately, the superintendent, 
Brett Baum, with input from administration and with guidance from the school board will decide 
on which opening the school will have.  This decision should be made by August 15th if not 
sooner. 
 
 
 
 
 
We expected answers & a decision today. Disappointed! 
We are sorry you are disappointed.  The School District will make the decision on what type of 
opening we will have. Whether that is all Face-to-face, Hybrid (A/B) or at home extended 
learning.  Ultimately, the superintendent, Brett Baum, with input from administration and with 
guidance from the school board will decide on which opening the school will have.  This 
decision should be made by August 15th if not sooner. 
 
Why didn't you allow this to go as long as there were questions to be answered?Dissappointing. 
We are sorry you are disappointed.  We are planning to have another meeting next Wednesday 
August 12th at 6:00.  Please reach out to your building principal if you have more specific 
questions.  
 
Ultimately this decision is about weighing risk and reward. There is no data currently available 
that shows that the risk of sending children back to school would outweigh the reward of them 
being able to have access to the benefit of in person learning. If parents don't want to send their 
children to school let them stay at home and offer them resources. Don't take the option away 
from parents that want to send their kids. 
We will have an option for students to stay home and attend online learning classes.  
 
If A/B situation could we potentially pick a buddy if same bus route and class requirement is 
met? 
In creating cohorts, we will work with classroom teachers to ensure that our students are in the 
best position to learn successfully, taking into consideration positive relationships with friends 
and other factors we use currently for things like seating and class placement.  
 
 


